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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-34) an erTiGn CONTAL 
SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD error 


(FROM: SAC, NEW YORK 0)$7- 1765) 


“DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED FOR WASHINGTON, D. C., 


FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN, IN SUPPORT OF 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, RACIAL MATTERS. 
RE NEW YORK TELETYPE, FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN LAST. 
ADDITIONAL INQUIRY REGARDING BUSES DEPARTING FOR 


WASHINGTON, D. C. ON FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NEXT DEVELOPED 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 


“New York 
7\1-Supe sor #43 
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ARTICLE IN NEW YORK AMSTERDAM NEWS, NEGRO WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER, FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN LAST, PAGE TWENTY SIX, IS 
ENTITLED "PRO-POWELL BUS CARAVAN GOING TO D. C." ARTICLE 
STATES THAT NEW YORKERS WILL LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON, D. C. IN 
BUS CARAVAN AT FIVE A.M., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NEXT. 


jl 


BUSES ARE TO LEAVE FROM FIVE POINTS IN THE FIVE BOROUGHS 

OF NEW YORK CITY, AND PASSENGERS WILL BE HEADQUARTERED UPON 
ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON, D. C. AT NEW BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH, 
THIRTEEN HUNDRED TENTH STREET N. W. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, 


CARAVAN was 70 st 10 =A Snay 


BY MEANS OF SUITABLE PRETEXT INTERVIEW, IT WAS 


et it. 
NED 85 vor cx. 
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HE IS ONE OF ORGANIZERS OF CARAVAN AND IS OPERATING IN BEHALF 
OF CERTAIN MINISTERS INNEW YORK AREA, WHO ARE IN THE MAIN 
SPONSORING THE CARAVAN. 

CERTAIN BUSES WILL LEAVE FROM TWO FIVE THREE WEST 
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FIFTH STREET, HARLEM, NEW YORK, AT 
FIVE A. M. ON FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NEXT; EXPECTED TO ARRIVE 
IN WASHINGTON, D. C. AT TEN A. M. EXACT NUMBER OF BUSES 
UNKNOWN AT PRESENT TIME. PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE FOR FOUR 
BUSES. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED WILL BE FURNISHED 
PROMPTLY TO BUREAU AND WASHINGTON FIELD. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC'S, WASHINGTON FIELD — 
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SAC, NEW YORK (157-1765) | 
\ ag ; 
DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED FOR WASHINGTON, De=C.-,- 


FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE LAST, IN SUPPORT OF ADAM CLAYTON fe 
POWELL, RACIAL MATTERS. 


ine 
RE NEW YORK AIRTEL FEBRUARY TWENTY FOUR LAST. 


TELEPHONE CONTACT WiTi i (5 


WIFE OF ONE OF ORGANIZERS OF CAPTIONED DEMONSTRATION, ON 


INSTANT DATE DETERMINED THAT BUS CARAVAN TO WASHINGTON, D. C. 
ON FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT NEXT HAD BEEN CANCELLED INDEFINITELY. 


ACCORDING TOMMMNNNNND THE CONSENSUS OF THE b¢ 


MINISTERS IN HARLEM WHO ORGANIZED THE BUS CARAVAN FOR 
FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT NEXT WAS THAT NO GOOD COULD BE DONE 


TION CONTAINED 


~ ASS 
FR 


AT THIS TIME BY HOLDING THE DEMONSTRATION IN WASHINGTON, D. C., 
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PARTICULARLY SINCE IT IS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME WHAT PLANS 


ADAM CLAYTON POWELL HAS AS AN ANSWER TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 
GROUP WHICH RECOMMENDED FINE AND CENSURE FOR HIM. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
Larch 1, 1967 
| CON NTIAL 


Demonstration Scheduled for 
dashineton, D. C., February 23, 1967, 
in Support of Adam Clayton Powell 
Racial Matters 


Reference is made to memorandum dated February 24, 
1967, at New York, captioned as above. 


wr . bru ar 3¢ . ; contact with 

ew York City, 
self-identified as wife ¢ one of the 
orranizers of the bus caravan scheduled to leaVe New York City 
for Washington, D. C. on February 23, 1967, to demonstrate 
in behalf of Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, advised that 
the bus caravan rescheduled to February 28, 1967, had been 
cancelled for an indefinite period of time. 


Accordinp a: it was the consensu- of 
ministers in the Harlem area of New York City, who had 


organized the bus caravan to “ashington, D. C. on February 28, 
1967, that no good could be served at this time by 
demonstrating in YVashineton, D. C., particularly since it is 
unknown at this time what plans Consressman Powell has as an 
answer to the Congressional Committee which recommended that 
he be fined and censured. 
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, Date: 3/23/63 , [E aaeEetes meee. 

i .. « GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION on 

Representative Powell contacted Attorney a On -- 
General and alleged his office telephone has : . 
been tapped. Attorney General requested ~ ¥ . 
Powell be interviewed for full details. After 2 , 
extensive unsuccessful efforts to contact 7 
her, WFO reached Mrs. Dargan at 11:10 
a.m. this morning. She advised that she 
has been unable to reach Representative 
Powell, but that he was flying to New York 
City sometime this afternoon. Mrs. 
Dargan furnished phone number where 
Representative Powell can be contacted in 
New York, and New York has been instructec 
to interview him at earliest possible mom- 
ent. AAG Miller, Criminal Division 
advised of efforts to locate and interview 
Representative Powell. 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: Ss.c, wFO (139- 

Ccicer: Sabiect 
Uisess= Adem Clayton Powell - CO:OU.AINANT 
UNJUTHCRIZED PUBLICATION OR USE OF 

CO: 24UNI-2sTIONS 

QE TELEPHOWE CALLS 
deteteeits to SAC, KFO evening 3/22/63, from Mr. W. V. 

CLEVELAND end Assistent to the Director S3cl:0NT on complaint to 
attorney General from Congressman POnelLl concerning el — oO 
telerhone tap and instruction FPOweLL be interviewed for facts. 


or Immediate atterpt to contact PCWELL's Congressional office 
and the office of the House Education and Labor Committee, of 
which he is Chairmen, resulted in no enswer, The Capitol telephore 
operator advised Congressman PO.ELL had left no forwarding number. 


The ‘Congressional Directory", January, 1962, reflects 


POwcLL.'s home eddrese only as “New ork City, N. Y." end his 

washington address only es “House Office Building"; his secreta 

as "Y. ii, FLORES, House Office Building”, end the chief, glerk of his 

committee es "LOUIS: MMAXIENKE DARGANS" and “LIVINGSTO\AING. IE, 

idministrative #ssistant to the Cheirman", ~-—— 

DAL. NDEI Soke bw. werh.- Ue ow: - 

> —The current Washington telephone direct reflects no 

listing for /}).‘ CLsYTON PO or ISE_kAATANNZ/OLRG.NS. 

LIVINGSTON LY JING‘ TE is listed at hg Street ¢ NW, with telephone 

COlumbie 5-0384, The Washington Cit rectory and telephone 

information developed the address of Mrs. Ic2G:NS, who is-also 

known as i OSekT B,/ FLEMING, J2.g according to “The Washington 

Daily News" issue of 3/1/63, Page 4, as telephone 399-4931 at 

3303 Heves Street, KE, partment 2, Wesh - VG ee 
Telephonic. inquiry et this telephone number disclosed ) 

that ifs. D..%G-NS no longer resided there but the mele party stated | 

that he would heave ifrs, DuRGéAN t the cell, : 


scr8&. DaRGAKS tele 


c 
appro 


ved: 45} 
HS WAR zg1sT 


~~ = -a°- oe -———_ : 
co = eee ome oom ee et ee o? “4 oa ——_— 


wFO 139-new 


Ic 
that she currently resid 


and has telephone number wes stioned as to 
the current address of Co sman ADszll CLAYTON POWELL and she 
advised that he resides et 16 Gessford Court, SE, gegerk ow 
D.C. Whencuerried as to his telephone number, she stated that 
she desired to contact the Coneressman and she would call beck 
after she reached him end secured permission to make available 
his telephone mumber. 


Mrs, DARG/NS called back within a few minutes and 
advised that she hai attempted to reach the Congressmen telephonicelly 
but hed been unable to do so. She stated that she believed that 
he was out for the evening. She pointed out thet she anticipated 
that he would communicate with her telephonically this evening 


or in the early a.r. of 3/23/63, at which time she would make . 
known to him the fact that S$ f£ the FBI ‘S) 
desired to see him, She stat either arrange 


| an ee with the Congressman or errance for him to cell 
’ the WFO, | 


This will be followed closely and Buresu kept advised. 
lephone information lists a tele wie 


T6t6 PHewe eats 
' By teieceits to New York assistance New York Office 
through SAC BRY:NT requested for possible whereatouts of 


Congressman POWcLL during evening. New York Cffice was discontinued 
on contact with hrs, DAREANS.. = 


oC (wa. Rene 


esDGA. CURIAD CY MVECTIEDS: RP 
U. S$. DEPARIMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


nate 3 1963, 


URGENT 3-23-63 6-23 PM AJO 3 
TO DIRECTOR AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD /5/ 
FROM SAC NEW YORK /139- NEW/ ca 
UNSUBe, ADAM CLAYTON POVELL, COMPLAINANT. UPUC 
=—=_ « a 
RE WFO CALL TO NYO, INSTANT 6Abb~ 
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 


INTERVIEWED THIS DATE BY SAS QD ant 


AND HE ADVISED THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO ADD TO THE FACTS THAT HE 
PERSONALLY SUPPLIED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS MATTER 
AND DID NOT DESIRE TO REPEAT THESE FACTS, ALTHOUGH HE WAS . : 
APPRECIATIVE OF THE AGENTS CALLING UPON HIM. CONGRESSMAN POWELL _ 
STATED THAT THE CHIEF CLERK OF HIS COMMITTEE / HOUSE EDUCATION AND 
LABOR COMMITTEE/ MRS. MAXIENNE DARGANS HAD ALL THE FACTS aN SHE HAS 
BEEN PURSUING THIS MATTER WITH THE PHONE COMPANY IN WASHINGTON, Di Co 
CONGRESSMAN POWELL STATED THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THAT THE PHONE COMPANY 
IN WASHINGTON, D. Co, HAS ADMITTED THAT THERE WAS A QUOTE FEED 

LINE UNQUOTE FROM HIS COMMITTEE PHONE TO A QUOTE SALOON. UNQUOTE 


*e0c 28%" 


AND THAT MRS. pACANs WHO IS DEALING WITH A PHONE OFF Li = 172 N 


SenN- GROEN SID-ED-S- NR Ee-* 


AoA AEE OE amaned fee 
ie ERAN , age Mana 3 “68 
END PAGE ONE G 
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GED woury HAVE THE FULL INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS. 
CONGRESSMAN POWELL REITERATED THAT -HE BELIEVED THAT MRS. 


DARGANS WOULD BE THE PERSON WHO COULD ELABORATE ON THESE FACTS 
AND DECLINED TO FURNISH ANY FURTHER INFORMATION. AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INTERVIEW WITH CONGRESSMAN POWELL, WHICH WAS CONDUCTED BY 


THE ABOVE NAMED AGENTS AND MR. POWELL PRIVATELY, IN THE BACK ROOM OF 
A BOOK STORE IMMEDIATELY BEHIND A SPEAKERS PLATFORM SET UP ON THE 
STREET AT ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIFTH STREET AND SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW 
YORK CITY, tik. PUWVELL PROCEEDED TO THE SPEAKERS STAND AND ADDRESSED 
THE LARGE STREET GATHERING. 

THE QUOTE RALLY UNQUOTE WHICH CALLED FOR A NATIONAL 
UNIFICATION OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE, WAS A PROTEST MEETING AGAINST THE 
RECENT HAPPENINGS IN MISSISSIPPI AND INCLUDED, IN ADDITION TO 
CONGRESSMAN POWELL, SPEAKERS DICK GREGORY / ENTERTAINER/ AND 
MALCOLM x / NATION OF ISLAM LEADER/. DURING THE COURSE OF HIS 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE : 
SPEECH, CONGRESSMAN POWELL MADE MENTION OF THE FACT THAT JUST 
RECENTLY HE HAD DISCOVERED THAT ONE OF HIS COMMITTEE PHONES HAD BEEN 


CONNECTED TO A QUOTE SALOON UNQUOTE IN WASHINGTON, D. Ce. WHERE 
IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR OUTSIDERS TO HEAR HIS MOST PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS 
AND THAT THE TELEPHONE COMPANY OFFICIALS ADMITTED THIS. HE 

STATED THAT HE HAS REPORTED THIS PERSONALLY TO ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY 


AND THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAD FBI MEN WORKING ON THE MATTER. 

RUC REPORT BEING PREPARED TO REACH BUREAU THREE TWENTY SIX NEXT~ 
sal | 
6-34 PH Nr as 75/ WA MET 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM; SAC, WFO al (P) 
UNSUBS,; Adam Clayto®’Powell - 
COMPLAINANT 


UPUC 
(00; WFO) 


+ ReWFOairtel to the Bu 3/22/63; WFOtel to Bu and NY 
3/23/63) NYtel to the Director and WFO 3/23/63. 


: Transmitted hererith to the Bureau is the original 
and four copies of LHM captioned and dated as above, Also ov 
for NY is enclosed one copy of this communication, 


The information in the predication was received by 
SAC ALLAN GILLIES from Mr, W. V. CLEVELAND and Assistant to 
the Director, ALAN H. BELMONT on the evening of 3/22/63. 


The interview of Co eman ADAM CLAYTON P We 
at NYC was handled by SAs  almamapee | 
i: is recorded teletype. 


The interview of Mrs, LOUIS MAXIENNE DARGANS was 
handled by Shs QS; .—— — 


The interview with 
tT hone Company,was hendled by SAs 


and 
on 3/23/63. | a § oe q 2. J- y mma 
LIM, no Pee Moen Kod the 5c oh | t pa in the enclosed 
(“3-Bureau (z 
1-New Yo FO) (Enc. 1) 
L... gee SZ ALLL. 
AIRTEL Special Agent in Char 


Ge s 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASEINGTOR 25, D. C 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL — COMPLAINANT 


HORIZED EVE MY, ); APU NN 


This investigation wes initiated on March 22, 
1963, based upon &@ complaint to Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy from Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, in which he 
alleged that his telephone had been tapped, The Attorney 
General instructed that Congressman Powell be interviewed 
for the facts, . 


Attempts to contact Congressman Powell on the 
evening of March 22, 1963, and in the &,m, of March 23, 

.. 1963, were negative, Information was received that Congress- 

man Powell would be in New York on the afternoon of March 23, 

1963. 


On the afternoon of March 23, 1963, Congressmn 
Adam Clayton Powell was interviewed by Special Agents (SAs) 
of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) at which time he was questioned concerning the allega- 
tions 2.4. ais telephone line was tapped, He advised that he 
had nothing to add to the facts that he personally supplied 
to the Attorney General concerning this matter and did not 
desire to repeat these facts although he expressed apprecia- 
tion for the SAs contacting him, Congressman Powell stated 
that Mra. Maxienne Dargans, Chief Clerk of the House Committee 
on Education and Labor, possessed 811 of the facts and had 
been pursuing this matter with the telephone company in 
Washington, D.C. Congressman Powell stated that he understood 
that the telephone company had admitted that there was & 
“feed line" from his committee phone to &@ “galoon® and that 
Mra, Dargeans, who is handl the matter with the telephone 
company representative nansed would have full inform- ‘© 


tion, Conereesmen Powell d ed to furnish any further 
information, 


UNKNOWN suasicrs, “ 


Mrs. Louise Maxienn =P pie 
, Washington, D.Ce, was erviewed by 
eal Field Office of the FBI on the evening 


Mrs, Dargans stated that she is employed 4s Chief 
Clerk r the House Education &nd Labor Committee and that 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powéll is Chairman of this committee, 
She stated that she has been employed by Congressma2n Powell 
for the last 18 years during his entire 18 years in Congress 
and associated with hia for some 37 years, 


Mrs, Dargans stated that on Monday, March 18, 1963, 
at about 3:00 poem. she telephoned Congressman Powell's office 
on & private line which runs from her desk in room 430 of 
the Old House Office Building to Congressman Powell's office, 
: goom 459 of the Old House Office Building. She pointed out 

. there @re two extentions to this private line in Congresssatn 
Powell's office, One is on his desk and the other is on 
the receptionist's desk. She said that the procedure used 
to make @ oc&l1l on this private line is to pick up the 
phone,press & button, and it rings in the Congressamtin‘'s 
office, She said when she mde this oall the receptionist, 
Corrine Huff, answered in Congressman Powell's absence, She 
stated that she was in conversation with Miss Huff concerning 
locating Congressman Powell when she heard &@ second ring 4nd 
@ male voice said "Dave's East." Mra. Dargans stated that 
she was startled and requested the party to get off of the 
line, She stated that she understood that Miss Huff iamediately 
reported the incident to the telephone ny authorities, 
She said that within one ho &@ repairein fron = }'< 
the Chesapeake and Potomac (C ephone Company, 
arrived at Congresamin Powell's office and placed @ call to 
her. She said she received the call and he stated that he 
was testing the line, While he was spetking with her & 
male voice interrupted "Dave's East," At this point the 
telephone company representative questioned the party as to 
his location and he @dvised Pennsylvania Avenue, 8, E., 
between 3rd and 4th. 


Mra, Dargéens stated that on her next contact with 
Congressman Powell she reported the incident to hia, She 
eaid that the telephone company representative suggested that 


the trouble might have been caused by & crossed cable on the 
street. She advised that since the incident happened, the 
telephone has been used ees any further interruptions 
of this type. 


Mrs, Dargans said that she telephonically contacted 
Congreseman Carlton B. Sickles’ office and determined that 
when Congressman Sickles moved into the office Sround the 
first part of 1963 there was @ direct line from the office to 
Dave's East Restaurant, This office had been previously 
occupied by former Congressman Peter A, Garland, Mrs. Dargans 
seid that she was advised by representative of Congressman 
Sickles* office that they requested this direct line to be 
removed from the office sometime around January 3, 1963. 


M. Dargans stated ti he s in contact with 
Cand \ne 
P ohc -OEpeny), wnom & upervisor of 


--Old Sena e Building, on March 22, 1963. Mra. Dargans 
stated id her that he had investigated the mtter 


and foun ere was @ direct line from Dave's East 
Restaurant. She stated that she understood that the direct 

line between her office @nd Congressman Powell's office terminates 
in the telephone room in the New Senate Office Building. She 
pointed out that she ascertained from the telephone company 
representatives that there is @ terminal box in her office 

and one in Congressman Powell's office, 


Mra. Dargans stated that ever since the beginning 
of 1963 periodically they have had noises on the line when 
they picked up the receiver and occasionally the phone would 
ring and mo one would 4nswer, 


Mra. Dargens stated thet she was unable to say 
whether or not @ny confidential informtion had been disclosed 
in telephone conversations between she and Congressman Powell. 
She stated that the private line is used for confidential 
communications both of @n official and personal nature, She 
eaid that certain items have been &ppestring in the public 
press and on the radio which suggest to her that some confidential 
items are being revetled. She said thet she was unable to 
pinpoint even one specific item of informtion, She said, 


-3- 


~ ho the .. ai eee a Cea Lentnibs ite ai os 
ae. ee, fie ewe ee | ee ee 


UNKNOWN voce Pana ’ 


“I cantt pinpoint any information leaking out. I just 

don't know." She stated that she first became aware of this 
condition whea the incident took place on March 18, 1963. 
When questioned as to whether or not she had any suspects 

as to who might be devulging information, she said, "I 

eantt in good conscience say I know of any suspects." Mrs. 
Dargans pointed out that the incident could have happened 
accidentially as the C and P Telephone Company representative 


and P Telephone Company, room \ 
ce Building, advised that he is in charge 

of all telephone company services for the United States 

Capitol. 


by the service engineer, in office from Mrs, 
'Dargans, Chief Clerk, House on &nd Labor Committee, 

of which Congressman Powell is Chairman, Mra. Dargéns 
desired to know the location of the telephone terminal boxes 
within the Congressman's office, The service engineer advised 
her that he did not have this informtion and would be unable 
to secure it until the following morning, 


—- stated that he was furnished with these 
facts on » 1963, and at a@pproximtely 9,00 a.m. had 
attempted to contact Mra. Dargéns in Congressman Powell's 


office, At this time he found that she was not in, He stated 
that at @ ximately 10,00 @.m, he 
C and P Telephone Company, contac * 


rgens. this occasion Mrs. Dargens informed the 
trouble that they had had with their privete line, 
a peers that on this occasion he had not been advised 
@ complaint o811 had been previously received but he told 
Mra, Dargéns that he would look into the matter and furnish 
her with the reason for the trouble on her line, - 


a... that on Thursday evening, March 21, 
1963, somet after 5,00 | iets o211 was received 
ca 


stated that he immedia ascertained 
that ac d been received and tha * 


repairman for the telephone company had made the necessary 
corrections, 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 


. -ADAM CLAYTON POWELL -COMPLATHANT 


stated that he had ascertained that when }'C 
had contacted Mrs. Dargans he had picked up the 
phone &nd found tha ividual had answered from Dave's 
East Restéaurént. — advised Mra, Dargéns at this 
time that he felt t the lines were crossed and tiat 
would immediately take oare of the situation, It wes 


understanding that the trouble was cleared up 
@ period of an hour, 


explained that the telephone line that 
Mrs, Dargans was complaining about is @ private line, two- 
way automatic ring line between the office of Mrs. Dargans 
and Congressman Powell. He stated that it is necesséry for 
this line to terminate in the telephone room in the New 
Senate Office Building and that it possibly terminates in 
other portions in the telephone network at the Capitol. He 
further explained that this line is so designed that when 
the receiver is picked up the phone will @utomtically 
ring on the other extentions, 


Ge ...-.: thet he had further ascertained 
that for @ period of time telephone company employees have 
been wosraliug On the etst side of the Capitol splicing cables 
to service new phones being installed in the Capitol network 
which includes both the Senate and House Office Buildings, 
advised that he had ascertained that the trouble 
ongressman Powell's telephone had resulted from a 
cable splicer splicing the pair of wires from Congressman 
Powell's private two-way line on to a re pair which 
terminated in Dave's East Restaurant, tated that 
this connection was made accidently cea error 
on the part of the telephone employee, He stated that it we 
mot noted by the telephone company employee until after the 


complaint was received from the Congressaman's office on 
March is, 1963. . 


tated records a@re maintained by the 
telephone company as to the numbers of the pairs involved 
as well as & record of the service calls extended to the 
Congressman's office in connection with this complaint, 


-5- 


UNKNOWN een sad 


stated that these records are maintained in the ee 
vernment Test Center of the telephone company at 722 12th =i 
Street, Ne We, and could be made available for review on 
March 25, 1963. . 


stated that he did not have available 
the information as to when the error was made and this 
connection took place, but he felt that the telephone 
records would reveal:this informtion,. It was 
GD - 9:10 thatthis whole matter wae strickly 4n error 
n an exaaination of the telephone line used by Congress- 


man Powell failed to reveal any indication that the line had 
been tapped or tampered with, 


This document conteins neither 
recommendations nor conclusicns of 
the FBI. It is the property of 

the FBI anc is loaned to your agency; 


it and its contents ere pot to be 
Gistritutec cvtside your agencv. 


bs 0 0 Oe fe me 


The Atleracy Geaeral 
Director, rot /37 me 72-] a 


(EX. 1§ : win insects 
sa ADA CLAYTON POWELL 
COb. Pi AIXAKT 
UNAUTHORIZED PULL ICATION OR Ut 
OF COMMUNICA TIONE 


© 
la accordance with your request, Unied {tates Kepresestafive => 
Adam Claytes Fowell was interviewed at hew York Cuy on March 33, 


1343, relative to the alleged tay on his Congressio-ai elfice telephones. 


Air. Pewell edvised that he had acthing to add te the facts 
that be had persoually furaished to you aad dil act desire te repeat 
these facts. He stated that Ars. i-euise Aiaslense Largens, Chie Ciers 
@ tos Bouse Edocatica sad 1 abor Con.u.ise would bave any atoer 
detalis aad abe had bees pursuing tiie giaiter ah the tele; hone Cen:pany. 


Mire. Darganes was interviewed os h-arch 33, 19€3, and she 
explaiced that there was & telephoue on her desi is Room 0, Oid 
Bouse Office Geildiag, which is a direct iine into Ar. Powell's office, 
Rees: 459. Oa Meuday, arch If, 1963, Mire. Largans calied Mr. 
Pewe.i's elfice and d-iss Corrisae Bali, the rece;tionist aasvered. 

The coaversation startei, af which time a male voice anseered aad 
eald, “This is Oave’s East.” hire, Dargans asked where he was located 
aad deters: iaed the iceation te be oa Peansyivaaia Aveses, betucea 3rd 
aud th ctreets, Southeast, V:eshingtoa, D. C. The cosversation was 


terrmisated aad Aliss lial called chose service lecated ie the 
Te ae 
Powell's 


HY ST I 4/7 Wy 


7 hee Astocney Geveral 


eald the mes had been working on the lines which resulted ia the 
“actidest’’ on the telephone. RB was estabiished there vas 8 terminal 
box both le Mr. Pewell'’s cifice and Mirs. Dargaas’ office skh the 
eame lise goiue te the New Senate Office Building telephese ceater. 


Mra. Dargena was asied if there was any confidential 
iafera.atiea furnished ever the teiephone to which she replied that she 
telxed to h:r. Powell regarding many things and ehe Could act pal 
ber finger @n Gay apecilic Reus. hires. Dargaas as alee questioned 
es to whether abe had any suspects, aad there were aene that she 
could idemtify. She was also ysestioned as to haviag previous troubic 
of this nature price te March 18, 1963, te which she there 
bed been sawwe troubie since Janmry 1963, but adce Lixe this. 


advieei that the kaowledge he the wes On 
sarca 31 3, and he thes taized te k:rs. Dargans the followlaz 
any. iaticated mea ka. been wercliz on the telephone 
Lines e bad been caused by a ‘eabie aplicér’ who 
qyiiced a pair ef ines ta dsr. Foweil’s ollice wh an oid Line te 
Dave's Esat Bestearam.. Ee stated that the see hed been werkiag 
@a cables east of the Capliol aad didn't caew the eld lise erieted 
ext) cocupisial was received. 


R was dstermined that Mr. Powell's office had been 
previcasiy eccaliced by Rerreseatative Peter Gariasd whe bad & 
direct wire te Dave's hast Restaurant for callie at iuach aad the 
lixe. Congressman iAlcsios Gf Acaryiand bad the office later aad 
hed the telephone peiled evt, bul the telephone af Dave's Eazxt 
Restaurant was act. There vere a0 devices kaows te be attached 
to the telephone in Cave'’s East Resta iedicate 


se 


‘pane ene aapane onthe sane pnoeaies Sa lie advised \5'“ 


that complete records conceraing the line weald be available ia 
the telephone ecmypany office en Menday, March 35, 1963. 


SLES, Pa te le te el tt ne at 


The Attorney General 


Oa Mareh 33, 1863, Department Attorney J. Bevies, 
Crimiaal Division, was telephoaically advised of the above inlerma- 
tes. R was his opinion there was 20 reascs to carsy the injuiry 
farther at the time. In secordaace wilh Air. Bowles’ request, this 
information was furnished te Assistaot Attorsey Genera) Miller on 
March 24, 1963. 


This is fernished for your information, and se further 
investigation wil be cooducted eniess requested. 


i - Mr. Herbert J. Miller, dr. 
Assistaat Attoracy General 


Memorandum 


: Mr. Rosgl/ pate: March 22, 1963 


Cc. L. uct : 


Oo, 
CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, 


(DEMOCRAT, NEW YORK) - COMPLAINANT 
UPUC 


With reference to captioned matter, the Washington Capital News 
Service, 3-22-63, reported that Representative Powell had asked the 
Attorney General to investigate whether his office telephones had been 
tapped. The Attorney General reportedly promised an immediate 


investigation. Attached is a copy of the Washington Capital News Service 
release. 


At 9:22 p.m., SAC Gillies of the Washington Field Office tele- 
phonically advised unsuccessful attempts were made to interview 
Congressman Powell. An assistant of Congressman Powell, a 


Mrs. Maxienne Dargans, was located and is attempting to arrange for 


an appointment for Agents to interview Powell which will probably be 
done on 3-23-63. 


This is for information. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW YORK 


FROM: SAC, WFO (139-new) -. 


1) 
UNSUB; ADAM CLAYTON POWELL COMPLAINANT, UPUC (00:WFO}; 
RE WFO TELCALLS TO BUREAU AND WEW YORK MARCH TWENTYTHREE 
: ’ 
INSTANT. EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW CONGRESSMAN ADAM \ 


CLAYTON POWELL AT WDC OW MARCH TWENTY TWO AND TWENTYTHREE 


OWE WINE SIX THREE WEGATIVE.: MRS. LOUISE MAXIENME DARGANS, 


7 


CHIEF CLERK, HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMIITTEE ADVISED AT 
ELEVEN TEN A.M. THIS DATE THAT CONGRESSMAN POWELL WAS LEAVING 


FOR NEW YORK AT ONE THIRTY P.M. BY PLANE. SHE SAID HE WOULD 
NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW IN THE INTERIM BUT COULD BE 
REACHED IN NYC THROUGH WILLIAM HAMPTON, TELEPHONE HUMBER 

AU SIX TWO SIX TWO SIX OR AU SIX EIGHT POUR ZERO Z25K0. MRS. 
DARGANS SAID HAMPTON WILL MEET CONGRESSMAN POWELL AT AIRPORT 
AND BE WITH HIM IN NYC. CONGRESSMAN POWELL WILL BB, IX NEW 


YORK UNTIL LATE MONDAY NEXT RETURNING aie ™ Ela. 5 
Jie 


TUESDAY A.M. APPOINTMENT. MRS. 


’ eco — oP he Pe” . = el ‘¢ — ° 28 S ; 2 + pies "S; Vs 298 2, re ° : 
. a . . - «" . . 


" 2 ++ eee Genes... * Gewuwre ee, ee ee ees. Ee a= SE 268 F888 ie ee,  — A ' 
oe ee are * 


- ——EE _ 


. ~ _™ ” . 
£ % oa 
Or 8. + "8 
. 


WFO 139-new 


“et 18 Se 


FIFTYFIVE A.M. AND ADVISED CONGRESSMAN POWELL ALERTED BY 
HER TO FACT SAS IN WEW YORK WOULD CONTACT HIM. WEW YORK 


TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED UPI TICKER STORY OF MARCH TWENTYTWO, 


LAST, REGARDING POWELL'S REQUEST OF AG TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER 


HIS OFFICE TELEPHONES HAVE BEEN TAPPED. MEW YORK REQUESTED 


TO HAVE EXPERIENCED PERSONZEL INTERVIEW CONGRESSMAN POWELL 


AND OBTAIN ALL FACTS. MAKE NWO COMMENT AND IMMEDIATELY FURNISH 
INFORMATION TO BUREAU. 
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OF COMMUNICATIONS 


On the evening of March 22, Representative Powell con- 
tacted the Attorney General and alleged that his office telephone had 
been tapped. The Attorney General Gamer eeggembenntes: be int 
viewed for full details. 


The Washington Field Office was immediately instructed 
to contact Representative Powell and interview him pursuant to the 
Attorney General's request. Extensive efforts were made to contact 
Representative Powell at his office without success. Washington Field 
Office was able to contact Louise Maxienne Dargans, Chief 
Clerk and Representative, Powell's office. Mrs. Dargans advised 
that Representative Powell was unavailable at that time but that she 
would be in touch with him either on the evening of March 22 or this 
morning and would advise him that Bureau Agents desire to interview 
him. She stated she would either arrange a specific appointment]? Le 
with the Congressman or have him contact the Washington Pune Spice . 
directly. ~ o 

a * 

Mrs. Dargans was peneiineetah sete M. this’? 
morning at which time seppeytengtinndesyt ghey ted ow. 
Representative Powell but that he was flying to New York City 
time this afternoon. She furnished the New York City phone ni ee 
of William Hampton an aid to R e Powell through which , 
Representative Powell could be contacted in New York City. - 


Assistant Attorney General Miller of the Criminal Division 


, was contacted and advised of Powell's unavailability for interview 


and the fact that we had been furnished information as to where he 
could be contacted in New York City. Miller stated that although 
Powell's unavailability after making his Complaint to the Attorney 
: e "typical, nonetheless the Department desired that he 


and eS ye furnished to 7-7 New w Yok 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: UNSUBS; ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 


has been in touch with Hampton who advised that Powell is due to 
arrive New York City about 2:15 P. M. today, will attend a rally 

at 3:00 P. M. in Harlem, and that he will make arrangements for 
interview of Powell immediately thereafter. 


ACTION: : 
New ‘York will immediately advise Bureau of the results 
of the interview with Representative Powell, and this information 

will be immediately furnished to Assistant Attorney General Miller. 
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Semorandum 


CONGRESSMAN ADAM pe aievell pili "yt 
(DEMOCRAT, NEW YORE) COMP 
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR USE OF 
COMMUNICATIONS (UPUC) 


At 6:40 p.m., on 3/22/63 WD called from the Attorney wre 
General's Office and advised that the Attorney Seiires haa Sun seseteet 0 oat 
essman Powell stating that he Powell had found a tap on his telephone, 
sed that the Attorney General desired Congressman Powell interviewed 
the facts. 


, SAC Gillies of the Washington Field Office has been instructed to 
assign two mature experienced Agents to conduct this interview and that the 
interview should be handled as a UPUC complaint. Gillies was further advised 


that should a technical question arise he should consult with Mr. Conrad. # 


- 
rs 


ACTION: 


You will be kept advised of developments. 
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SAC, WFO (139-84) (C) 
* Adam Clayton Powelle -: 
ORPLAINANT " 


UPUC 
(00 :WF0) 


- -- BeWFO airtel to Bureau dated 3/24/63 enclosing o* 
letterhead memorandum same date. 


Reference letterhead memorandum contains all information 
. developed during course of pas te and was prepared in 
‘form suitable for dissemination. in view of above, no report 
being submitted and case being closed. 
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NY telet P 2 63, at New York. r, 
WFO ee ped ot Behe 3/23/63, to New York. 
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Field Office FileNe. New York 139-122 Burees File No.s 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
Congressman ADAM CLAYTON POWELL - . 


COMPLAINTANT 


UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR 
USE OF COMMUNICATIONS 


ee United Press International News Service, Was on, D.C. 
carried story dated 3/22/63, indicating that Congressman CLAYTON 


POWELL had requested AGROBERT F. KENNEDY to investigate whether or 
not his office telephones had been tapped. According to UPI, 
Congressman POWELL indicated his House Education and Labor Committee 
telephone was connected with a local Washington, D.C. restaurant and 
bar. Interview of Congressman ADAM CLAYTON POWELL set forth. 


. © RUC - 


On March 23, 1963, the Washington Field Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation telephonically advised that United 
Press International had carried a story to the effect that Congressman 
- ADAM CLAYTON POWELL had requested the United States Attorney General — 
to investigate whether or not his office telephones have been 
- “tapped. According to the story, Congressman POWELL indicated he 
was no charges, but wanted the authorities to look into the - 
unending culties he and his staff have had with their telephones 
and the leakage of “absolutely confidential" information, and that 
4 the chief difficulty was that his private telephone line was be 
'*. shared by a Washington, D.C. night elub, which he had never at 
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- It was also indicated that according to the 
United Press International story, Congresssan POWELL stated 
~; the telephone troubles started this year in his: office bee ate y 
t“, Gooupied by. + a gaff of his <BR wey ory = ag PL arr 
+ >. Committee. art & although eohone 
' servicemen freq tly ebeoked | his office telephones, 80 weno te : 
 :Saguitioanee we was B Bbtacnes to the difficulties until an ye 
- imxident last week when Mrs. MAXIENNE DARGANS, Chief Clerk.’ : 
of the House Education and Labor Committee, saw a light flesh 
on the private line connecting her office and Congressman 
POWELL's, and when she picked up the telephone @ man's voice 
answered saying “Dave's East", which he explained is a : 
restaurant and bar at 319 Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast, 
Washington, D.C. Congressman POWELL stated that the telephone 
company advised that a private line fros the office of former 
United States Representative PETER A. GARLAND of Maine, to - 
¢ the night club was disconnected early this year and apparently ° 
was hooked onto the circuit between his office and Mrs. -*  .;°: 
~. DARGANS.- Congressman POWELL ‘stated that GARLAND's forser we Ladd 
office was taken over at the start of the new Congress by 
Representative CARLTON B. STICKLES of Maryland, and that according 
to STICKLES' office they were of the opinion that the telephone 
—, “* the restaurant was removed before Congressman STICKLES 
mov ° 
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ey «s.* ¢ -:At the conclusion of the aforementioned . eng R 
interview, Congressman POWELL proceeded to the 4 ves E . 

yi '.° gtand erected on the st 

',". “where he addressed @ street gather 

_ . which generally ealled for a national unification of 

‘+. people in protest against the recent happenings in ebinéiena i : 

In addition to Congress#gan POWELL, other speakers were DICK ~ .- 
GREGORY, Entertainer, and MALCOIM Z, Nation of Islas Leeder, me 


Shortly after his opening resarks, Congressman 
POWELL made mention to the gathering of the fact Ghat just | 
recently he had discovered that one of his committee telephones - =. 
had been connected to a “saloon” in Washington, D.C. where it:  .- 
was possible for outsiders to hear his most private conversations, 
that the telephone company officials admitted it, and that after 
he repeated this personally to Attorney General KENNEDY, the -. 
Attorney General immediately had the Federal Bureau ak >. ee 
Investigation working ¢ on the matter. ; 
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Memorandum 


UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR USE 
OF COMMUNICATIONS 


Re New York teletype to Director and WFO 8/23/63. 


Upon receipt of referenced teletype, WFO was instructed at . 
7412 PM to contact Mrs. ee determine if she would be 
available for an interview. 


wie 
Super visor WFO advised Mrs. Daragans would 4 
” available for interview at / 23/63. 


Department Attorney J. Bowles was telephonically advised of 
the details in referenced teletype and the pending interview. Mr. Bowles 
advised he desired a "Preliminary Inquiry be conducted to determine what 
the telephone set up was; determine if there was a light or some device attached 
to the phone to indicate whether there was any one talking on the line and 
who had access to the phone extension at the restaurant."* Mr. Bowles advised 
he would maintain contact with this office to determine the results of the 
interview an¢ 2da@tional information regarding the phone. He indicated he 
would be out but would call. 


An attempt was mad¢to contact AAG Miller at his residence, 
however, Mr. Miller was out and it was not known when he was expected. 


, WFO was instructed to contact telephone company officials to 
obtain information desired by Mr. ‘Bowles. 


At 10:20 PM 3/23/63, Supervisor WFO, advised 
Maxienne Dargans was interviewed. Dargans related she has worked for 
Mr. Powell for eighteen years and has known him for 37 years. Mrs. Dargans 
Sr Hows cic room 9. Theis a ret. a9 77» 
into Mr. Powell's office room e a direct ny Hala 
4-0 
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On monday 3/18/63 Mrs. Dargans called Mr. Powell's office and Miss 
Corrine Huff, the receptionist, answered. The conversation was started at which 
time a male voice answered and said" This is Dave's East." Mrs. Dargans 
asked where he was located and determined the location to be on Pennsylvania 
Ave., between 3rd and 4th. The conversation was terminated and Miss Huff c 
called e service located in the Capitol Building. A serviceman ‘'™ © 
nam e within the hourand made a test call from Mr. Powell's 
phone to Mrs: office at which time the male voice again answered/ 
sieted Cha oe, te ae ae ee 
reported this to Mr. According to Mrs. 
she had a talk wit 
company located in room Xt ns 
said the men had been working on the lines which resulted in the "accident" 
on the telephone. It was established there was a terminal box both in Mr. 
Powell's office and Mrs. Dargans officewith the same line going to the New 
Senate Office Building telephone center. 


Mrs. Dargan was asked if there was any confidential information furnished 


-- Over the phone to which she replied that she talked to Mr. Powell regarding 


many things and she could not put her finger on any specific items. Mrs. 
Dargans was also questioned as to whether she had any suspects and there 


were none that she could identify. She was also questioned as to having 
previous trouble of this nature prior to 3/18/63 to which she replied there 
has been some trouble since January 1963, but none like this/ 


? 

indicated the 
first knowledge he had of the incident was on thursday 3/21/63 and then talked 
to Mrs. wargans the following day. indicated men had been working 
on the telephone lines and the trouble had beén caused by a “cable splicer" 
who spliced a pair of lines in Mr. Powell's office with and old line to 
Dave's East Restaurant. He indicated men had been working on cables east of 
the Capitol and he didn't know the old line exhisted, until he received the 
complaint. It was determined that Mr. Powell's office had been previously 


- occupied by Representitive Peter Garland who had a direct wire to Dave's 


East Restaurant for calbs at lunch etc. Congressman Stickles of Maryland 
had the office later and had the phone pulled out but the phone at Dave's East 
was not. There were no devices known to be attached to the phone in Dave's 

t which would indicate there was any one on the line according 
toGQMMMIMMS 0 savisec that complete records concerning the line would 6? 
be available in the phone company office on monday. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
RE: UNSUBS; ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 


At 11:00 P. M., 3/23/68, Department Attorney J. Bowles, 
Criminal Division was telephonically advised of the above information. 
was his opinion there was no reason to carry the inquiry further at the 
time. He requested that the results of our inquiry be furnished to him 
on Monday, 3/25/63. 


Mr. Bowles also desired that AAG Miller be advised of the 


above information ahout noon 3/2 63 and indicate at that time that this 
matter has been furnished to Mr. Bowles. 


ACTION: 
AAG Miller was advised of the above information at 9:30 A. M., 
-- 3/24/63. A memorandum for the AG has been prepared, Mr. DeLoach's 
office has been advised. . 
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